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Between 1 and 3 pom. from 5 to 13 December 1952, ten-minute training flights wers 25X1

the field to Jdete.l

On 11 December, there was no flying. Runway lights were not switched on, but
searchlights were in operation. White ground gignals were fired, while the basn
of one seerchlight was rotating, A short time later, the beam of a_searchligat
was directed to the runway, wille green ground signels were fired.2

On 12 December, s plane was towed through Cottbus towerd the airfielid. The wings

“of the plane were loaded on & truck. The typs of the plane was the szme as thst

stationed at Cottbus airfield.?

From 8 through 20 December 1952 and 4 %o 6 Jamuary 1953, flying was condueted
almoat daily at the fields Locael training flights were made with and without °
instructors, but sercbatics were also made at altitudes of more than 1,000
meters. Recoveries, sharp banks, loopings, rolls and right and left side twns
wer? obgerved. The performance of the flights showed that most of the pilots
involved were begimners. On 25 December, a Id-2[ /I[Jlanded
at the fleld. At 2345 p.m., four jet fighters, two of which uegh marked by the
[landed. At 11 e.m. on 26 December, a Li-2|

%ook off and headed west. The plane landed ageirn at 2345 p.md The four

Jet fighters which had landed at the £ield on 25 Decamber refu
and il a.m. At 11345 a.m., their englnes were raced W
they took off from the field, No training flights were made betwsen 10 and

15 January. On 13 Jemuary, several take-offs by swept back jet fighters were
obaerved. -

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW,

made almost daily at Cottbus airfield. Recently, plaves have taken off from an
lendad on the grass strip gouth of the runwey. At 3 p.m. on 12 December, 25X1
& Po-2 over the field, dbout 15 aircraft have been chserved flying &
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7. 411 the aireraft crates seen in the northesstern corner of the field‘
in December, wers of the same type. | \they had 25X1
carried Yak-1l8 aireraft. No details could be determinad.

g, After 12 Jamusry 1953, billeting equipment énd clothing were loaded
© almoat deily by Soviet air force soldiers at Cottius rallvoad station.
1% vas rumored that the sirfield was to be evacuated by the Russians.s

9, _in Decennber, ambulance and trucks ‘ 25X1
were seen at the field.

25X1
10, The following obeservations were made at the field between 11 and 23

Decembers

11 _Becamber. There was flying until about 3:30 p.m, The weather was

fair and visibility good. 4t 8130 a.m,, | | three Yak-18s 25X1
winich flew in single file formation. Rectangular recesses, probebly

uged for the retrescting of the landing gears were seen above the legga

25X1

|In the afterncon; one plane was observed doing aerobatics. Dives,
evelling off, steep climbs, level flighis and loopings were practiced.
Orienting searchiights flashed up at the field between 5:30 and 7 po.m.
12 December. Flying was conducted in the afterncon. Line abreast and
gingle flight formations were obgerved several times.

13,35 and 16 Desember, There wea flying at the field. Some of the
planes flew in line abreagt formationo\

25X1

18 _December, Formation flying in groups of two and three was cbserved.
15,40, 82 204 23 December. There wsas alr activity at the field. Formation
and aerobaties were observed.

11. 4t 8:40 p.m. on 21 Decamber, 40 to 50 soldiers wearing epaulets with
" two wide gilver or goldem bars in addition to eight Soviet officers
prrived on the train from Finsterwelde., ALl the soldiers were carrylng
luggage and were umasually well dressed. On 22 December, the same scldlers
were seen shopping in Cotibus, Jeep|:|was seen in Cottbus on 16 25X1

Decenber. _
12, 4bout noon on 18 December, | 20 single-engine sircraft 25X1
psrked elong the runwey and in Ironi o e closed hangars of the fleld. 25X1

Additional planes were seen eloft. A Li-2 was parked in froni of 2
“henger. Stunt flying was also observed. On 24 December 14 Yak-l8sg and °
2 MiG-15s were parked in front of the hangasra. At 12130 pemo, a Li-2
landeds at 3 pomo, two MiG=158 took off. On 22 January 1953, no aircraft
were observed at the field nor was a noise of running engines heard.t

13. Supply ehipments arriving at the $ield between 12 and 206 December 1952
inclndeds 4

SECRET/CONTROL - U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2009/11/16 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000500390009-5



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2009/11/16 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000500390009-5

SECRET/CON{ROL - U,5, OFFICIAIS ONLY

-3 -
Date in Number and Types of Reilrosd Cars From
December
i2 4. reilroad tank cars with fuel Fuhland
ls 3 o o a8
16 8 btoxcars Jueterbog-Altes Lager
20 1 railrcad tenk car :
21 5 8 " carsg with fuel
24, 3 boxcars Juegterbog-Altes Lager
2n _ with rations :
26 ’ 6 railroad tank cars with fuel
18 seeled bomears : Jueterbog-fltes Lager
14 There wog £ ity

15

16,

Lo

2o

3o

4o

50

9o

Two radic trucks, two tenk trucks, one fire truck end

three wehicles leoking like vans were parked at the take-off point. No flying
uwas cbperved on the morning of 17 December, There werse heavy snowfalls. At

7 a.m. on & Jamary, a detsil of 120 VP personnel was observed c¢learing

snow from the runway, Trucks | | were seen,

From 5 to 7 p.me on 11 December, scarchliphts were seen in operation for the
firet time aince the i‘igld had been occupled by the VP. At 5130 pom., &
vhite gignal was fired. ,

In the afternoon of 17 December, a partly dismantled Soviet blane arrived at
Gottbus rallroad station. The fuselage of the plane was marked by a large gad
atar., At 6130 pom., the plane was trucked by VP personnel to the airfield.

Comment, The headquariers end the lst Regt of the 1lst VP 4Air Div are
stationed at Cottbus airfield. The reglment is equipped with 20 to 2/ Yak-18s.
Alr petivity observed at the field indicutes that the VP pilots have recached
an advenced stage of training and have started training in stunt and formation
fying. '

Lo On 11 December 1952, searchlighta wers seen in operation at tae
field | It is believed that the VP pilots were
fomiliarized with the working of searchlights snd other lighting facilities,
used for night flying, Training in night flying will probably ke started im the
near future. ) :

giients 1t is believed that this plene had made a forced landing outsids

the fleld and vas unable to teke off again. Alreraft shipped to eirfields arve
generslly lransported in crates.

L 4
' _Comment, MiG-15s have so far not been stationed et the field. It is
unknown wiether these planes will remain in Cotibus. However, it is believed
that the VP pilots will later be treined with Jjet aircraft. Another
possibility ls that former German air force pilots are flying MiG-I5s at the
field glresdy now,

Goument. Between 12 and 15 January 1953, four traing with e total of 91

boxcars and 41 flatcars arrived et Finsterwslde. It is belisved, that these
traine came from Coitbus, The unit involved in this mowe presumably wes

a swply unit which was stationed at Cottbus airfield. In addition to a Soviet
instruction unit employed for the draining of WP pilots.

:Fm@&@ Breviosusly, sireraft were shipped in crates only.
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